
 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time 

Kiwanis Kapers 
Official publication of the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills, AZ 

february 2014 

Midyear 

convention 

coming up 
   Your Fountain Hills Noon 
Kiwanis Club will be well 
represented at the upcoming 
midyear convention for the 
Southwest District, but there 
is always room for more! 

   As of earlier this month, 
Mike Scharnow, Al Roselieb, 
Ken and Monica Kubischta, 
Phyllis Horan and Betty Pan-
tuso were planning to make 
the trek to Bullhead City. 
Actually, the convention 
takes place across the Colo-
rado River in Laughlin, Ne-
vada. 

   The dates are March 7 and 
8 at the Aquarius Hotel in 
downtown Laughlin, home 
to plenty of slot machines 
and blackjack tables and 
poker tables for gambling 
fun after all the official Kiwa-
nis business. 

   Southwest District Gover-
nor Windy Mortensen will no 
doubt be reporting on how 
her term is going so far, and 
those attending will be able 
to pick and choose from a 
variety of workshops sched-
uled to help club leaders 
hone their skills for enhanc-
ing their local Kiwanis or-
ganizations. 

   These conventions are 
open to more than just club 
officers — any Kiwanian is 
welcome to attend! If you are 
interested in learning more 
about Kiwanis, leadership or 
taking a position on our 
board next year, this would 
be an excellent opportunity 
to get involved and get bet-
ter educated on Kiwanis! 

   The annual “Kiwanis Across the Border” service project was another resounding success as 

the Fountain Hills Noon Kiwanis Club teamed up with the Santa Cruz Kiwanis Club in Nogales, 

Ariz. to reach out to the poorest of the poor in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. This project, started by 

Ron Smith of the Noon Club and Pepe Wise of the Santa Cruz Club more than a decade ago, 

continues to this day. 

   Our club donated more than $1,300 to the Border Project, which involved buying new jack-

ets, socks, shoes and other clothing for needy families in Nogales. In addition, thanks to Pepe 

and his family and other Kiwanians, a festive party was thrown in mid-January during which all 

kinds of food, goodies and donations were handed out to families, many of them with small 

children. To read more about this project and see additional pictures, turn to Pages 4 and 5. 

Dump People 
Noon Kiwanis reaches out its hands across the border 

This girl waits in line for a stuffed animal at the Nogales dump, where she lives. 



A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 
Eliminate Project 

Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Kiwanis is not just Kiwanis. The second part of the name is “International” — as in Kiwanis International. I feel 
it’s important we remember that we are part of a global organization of volunteers, dedicated Kiwanians around 
the world who are devoted to serving the children of the world. While probably 90 percent of our fundraising and 
other efforts to benefit children are concentrated in Fountain Hills alone — as they should be — every once in a 
while we have to look beyond our town limits and consider the global picture. The world is shrinking — remem-
ber? Part of our commitment as Kiwanians should be to supporting the entire organization and its overall goals. 

   Kiwanians united around the world can achieve so much more than a small group of 60 individuals in the Grand 
Canyon State. That’s why I’m so proud of a recent unanimous decision by your board of directors to formally get 
behind the Eliminate project with a five-year pledge to raise additional money to help fight this terrible disease 
around the world. A “pledge” is just that — a willingness to reach for a goal toward a worthy cause. I hope we ful-
fill our pledge, but we won’t have any evil Kiwanis International authorities lurking over our backs if we don’t 
meet the pledge. 

   The board decided to pledge $2,250 per year over the next five years toward Eliminate for a grand total of 
$11,250. The Southwest District was seeking to have pledges on file from each club since Eliminate was first an-
nounced nearly three years ago. We finally have achieved that goal. We feel we can raise this additional money 
without taking away from the funds we already use on a local basis to support our service leadership programs (K-
Kids, Builders, Aktion Club) along with the grants, scholarships and other local causes we support. We can raise 
this money from individual member contributions, participating in passive district-wide MNT fundraisers and 
maybe adding some small fundraisers dedicated solely to Eliminate, such as the recent Super Bowl pancake break-
fast that raised $750 alone for MNT. 

   We’ve been collecting loose change at meetings for a year or two, but it’s time to step up our game and consider 
a more serious approach to meeting our five-year pledge. Please think about how you, as an individual, can help us 
achieve that goal. Tetanus steals the lives of nearly 60,000 innocent babies and a significant number of women 
each year. The effects of the disease are excruciating. Let’s band together with our fellow Kiwanians around the 
world and help eliminate maternal/neonatal tetanus. Let’s serve the children of the world in this manner.  

Page 2  Kiwanis kapers 



Kiwanis Kapers Page 3 

It was a Super Breakfast 
Proceeds benefit 

Eliminate Project 
   Approximately $750 was earned 

after the Noon  Kiwanis Club staged 

its first-ever Super Bowl Pancake 

Breakfast Feb. 2 

   Proceeds have been earmarked for 

the Eliminate Project, which is on 

course to eliminate maternal neonatal 

tetanus from more than 30 countries. 

   The four-hour event on Super Bowl 

morning attracted many residents, 

providing a surprising and new 

source of revenue for the club. 

   “One of my goals this year was to 

launch a fundraiser just for Eliminate, 

and this exceeded everyone’s expec-

tations,” said club President Mike 

Scharnow. “I thank everyone who 

helped out, and I think this needs to 

become a new annual tradition for the 

club. We haven’t done a pancake 

breakfast in a while, except at the 

Eggstravaganza and fairs, because of 

low profits. But this was a pleasant 

surprise. 

   “I think being able to use the club-

house made a big difference and 

made it easier on our operations. We 

didn’t have to move a trailer, and we 

don’t have to worry about the weath-

er.” 

Young patrons enjoy the famous Noon Kiwanis pancakes on Super Bowl morning. 

Ken Kubischta and Sophia Katsaforous take a break from the action. 

Former club President Steve Gendler and his wife Margie, right, visit with 

Donna  Yordy, also a former president and lieutenant governor. 

Kollecting Kans 

   We are a few kans short of a full 

load, so bring in those kans you 

have been saving to the next 

meeting. Proceeds benefit Kiwa-

nis Across the Border. 

Adopt-A-Street 

   The next street cleaning day is 

Tuesday, March 4, starting at 7:30 

a.m. Meet at Malta Drive and Sa-

guaro Blvd. 

   “We will have had time to re-

cover from the fair and will need 

something to do,” said organizer 

Paul Appeldorn. “Call me if inter-

ested.” 
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Kiwanis Across the Border 
By Mike Scharnow 

Club President 

 

   On the right side of this page are two of my latest super heroes. The 

one on the top with the goofy piñata hat is Keith “God Don’t Make” Junk, 

who had a blast serving the children of the world on our recent trip to 

Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. My other super hero is the little Captain 

America boy on the bottom, whose name I didn’t happen to catch. It 

could be Captain Nogales, what with all those muscles and everything. 

He was just one of the many kids who attended the January “fiesta” at 

the former Nogales Kiwanis building for our annual Kiwanis Across the 

Border service project. 

   This was my fourth trip to Nogales for this project, and for various rea-

sons, only myself and Keith were able to make the drive on that Satur-

day. One never knows what to expect on these trips, however, so we 

had to be flexible when it was suggested that we take a quick trip to the 

Nogales dump after our party was over. A party where we gave away a 

ton of clothes, shoes, blankets, jackets, candy, cake and food. The 

dump? Why? We didn’t have that much trashy junk (sorry, Keith!). No, it 

was explained to me that we were going to the dump to give away the 

extra clothing, brand new jackets and stuffed animals that we had left 

over from the party. 

   Oh, my.  

   I was literally brought to tears as the scene unfolded at the city dump. 

People came out of garbage shacks to line up at the back of an old am-

bulance as volunteers handed out clothes and stuffed animals. These 

were “dump people” of all ages — including many children. The place 

smelled like, well, a dump. And this was winter. Imagine what the dump 

smells like in July… 

   Meanwhile, just down a small embankment were garbage trucks 

dumping their loads, only to be swarmed by people who started rum-

maging through the trash, looking mostly for recyclables that they could 

then sell for a few pesos. This was an unbelievable scene that caused 

Keith and I to just stare, not sure how to process what our eyes were 

viewing. This little dumpy dump village was beyond words. 

   But, much like the little girl who threw a few beach-stranded starfish 

amid hundreds back into the ocean, we did make a difference for at 

least a few people on that day. The families who attended the party ap-

preciated our efforts, and the dump people were courteous and grateful 

as well. Life goes on for these folks in Nogales, but Kiwanis Across the 

Border gave them some warmth on a chilly winter day and warmed their 

hearts as well. Sometimes that’s all we can do. But it’s still worth it. 

 

The view for resi-

dents at the 

Nogales dump is 

not so pretty or 

hopeful. 
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Dump people line up to receive goods from the back of a vol-

unteer ambulance at the Nogales city dump. 
As a front end loader hauls away trash, men (at left) jump on the 

pile to sort through the stuff and look for recyclables. 

More scenes from Nogales 

The ceiling in 

the old Kiwanis 

building where 

the Three 

Kings Day Fies-

ta was held 

(above). At left, 

a weathered 

wooden sign 

still proudly 

attempts to 

display the 

Kiwanis Inter-

national logo. 

A mom and some young children enjoy lunch courtesy of the Santa 

Cruz and Fountain Hills Kiwanis clubs. 

The saying painted on the building’s interior is translated as: “I come to 

serve and not to be served.” That pretty much wraps it up…. 
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Auctioning off white elephants 

Sometimes mystery white elephant gifts just aren’t fair, as 

Brian Sullivan found out with this dead poinsettia! 
Is club President Mike Scharnow serenading this reindeer candle 

holder or is he auctioning it off? Only his hairdresser knows... 

Just after the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, what better way to unload some 

stuff than at a White Elephant Auction? Two tables were loaded with items as Mike 

Scharnow, who doesn’t have a future an auctioneer, prepares to get the bidding go-

ing. More than $300 was raised for the administrative account, which is always a 

good thing. Your club officers are thankful for the support from members, and Mike 

was happy he didn’t have to take anything back to his house afterward. 
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Serving young families 
   In what could only be consid-

ered an awesome way to start the 

New Year, a contingent of Noon 

Kiwanians traveled to the Cam-

bridge Ronald McDonald House 

to serve dinner to families. 

   Families staying at the facility 

have young children who are 

suffering from severe medical 

illnesses, often times such things 

as cancer. 

   The Cambridge facility is locat-

ed adjacent to Phoenix Chil-

dren’s Hospital. 

   Although the numbers were 

rather light, those families who 

did come down for supper en-

joyed all the homemade goodies 

prepared by the loving hands of 

Noon Kiwanians. 

   One dad brought her daughter, 

who hadn’t eaten much over the 

holidays, but a couple of servings 

of chili seemed to go down quite 

well, pleasing the father. 

   The Fountain Hills Noon club, 

Downtown Scottsdale Young Pro-

fessionals, McCormick Ranch and 

the Dreamcatchers have pooled 

their resources and worked with 

Ronald McDonald House to select 

one to two dates, most of them on 

Sundays, each month through 

2014, providing a strong Kiwanis 

presence to the organization  

from the Northeast Valley. 

   Future dates for the Noon Club 

include: 

*Sunday, April 6 

*Sunday, June 22 

*Sunday, August 17 

*Sunday, August 31 

*Sunday, October 5 

Patrons of all ages enjoyed a dinner prepared by the Noon Kiwanis Club. 

Phyllis Horan, Jo Nelson, Deacon John LesCallett and Pat Costa mingle before dinner. 

Now that’s a smile! A couple 

bowls of chili will do that a 

dad and his daughter. 



  Feb. 13   Eliminate Project update 

  Feb. 18   Aktion Club meeting at STARS 

  Feb. 20   Scott Cooper, town’s economic development; fair set-up 

  Feb. 21-23  Great Fair food booth 

  Feb. 27   NO MEETING 

  Feb. 28   Helen’s Hope Chest (Mesa) service project    

  March 6   Luncheon meeting 

  March 13   Luncheon meeting 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Welcome, Brian! 
Brian Sullivan, far left, recently became the 

newest member of our club. Brian moved 

here from Michigan and operates a local 

business with a partner. Brian was involved 

with high school Key Club and CKI, the col-

lege version of Kiwanis, so he has quickly 

jumped on board by signing up for a plethora 

of service projects and fundraisers. He was 

inducted by club President Mike Scharnow 

and Secretary Monica Kubischta. 

Lucky Aktion member! 
When the four Aktion Club officers recently 

visited us for a luncheon, a few of them 

bought lotto-pot raffle tickets. Turns out the 

group’s treasurer, Daniel, had his number 

drawn to pick out a card. And, sure enough, 

lucky Daniel pulled out the ace of spades, 

earning him the jackpot of $169. Daniel 

wanted his earnings in cash, but he had to 

settle for a Kiwanis check. Congratulations, 

Daniel, and no doubt we’ll see you at anoth-

er lunch, ready to buy some more lotto-pot 

tickets….Mike and Charlie Fox serve as 

advisors to our Aktion Club at STARS. 


